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Annual General Meeting 

Milan, Italy July 6, 2016 

Minutes 

 

1. Apologies: 
Jesse Rodriguez, Anna Omedes 

 

2. Board Members present: 

Officers: Eric Dorfman, President, Isabel Landim, Vice President, Lynda Knowles, 

Secretary 

At large board members: Osamu Kamei, Chi-Ming Chen, Clare Mateke 

 

3. No proxies recorded. 

 

4. Minutes from last AGM – reviewed and discussed for approval at the 2017 AGM. 

 
5. President’s Report 

• Review of website(s) and newsletter, how to subscribe to the NATHIST website, 

review of website hits and other information relative to the outreach of the 

NATHIST group, steady growth in membership from 2013 through 2016 (12.6 

increase), now at 320 members. Hopes to engage US members more with 2017 

conference in Pittsburgh, most members tend to be from France, Germany and 

Brazil.  

• Memoranda of Understanding  

WAZA in 2015 with work plan in progress to support cross initiatives 

SPNCH in 2016, looking at exchange of Board members for annual meetings 

(observer status), joint-collection based extraordinary meeting with both groups 

and perhaps including ICOM Collections, Natural History Working Group. 

• ICOM NATHIST Conference Planning Handbook 

Provided by those wishing to host the ICOM NATHIST annual conference and 

AGM. This will give everyone more time to secure knowledge of what needs to 

be done.  

• 2017 conference will be in Pittsburgh, PA USA and hosted by the Carnegie 

Museum of Natural History. Members are encouraged to attend and information 

is available on the website.  

• Wild Trafficking Working Group: This group has met twice, and a white paper on 

wildlife trafficking will be available on the website for review and approval.  
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• Ethics Working Group: The ICOM NATHIST Code of Ethics has now been 

translated into 7 languages, and has its own website.  

• Platform 2022: This online resource developed by ICOM NATHIST has previously 

been administered by members in Brazil, and will now transition to the National 

Taiwan Museum. Much work has been done by the NTM to update the Platform 

2022 website and information available on it.  

• Taipei Declaration on Natural History Museums and Biodiversity acknowledges 

best practices for natural history museums to conserve natural habitats and 

populations. 

• Bursary program: ICOM NATHIST will award a bursary to natural history students 

to cover the costs of attending an ICOM Triennial meeting.  Inaugurated this year 

with the award going to Anneke Groen, who presented at this year’s conference 

on the role and use of taxidermy specimens. Congratulations and thank you to 

Anneke Groen for her presentation. 

• Official AGM reports will be available in writing for members online before the 

meeting, and hard copy at the meeting.  

• President’s Report accepted on motion by Carlos Roberto Brandao, and 

seconded by Dorit Wolenitz.  

 

6. Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Eric Dorfman, review of finances based on statement 

prepared by Jesse Rodriguez and provided via projector. The new Treasurer, Jesse 

Rodriguez, worked closely with ICOM Central to thoroughly understand the reporting 

process used. As of December 31, 2015, ICOM NATHIST had 18,352.25 EU. Lynda 

Knowles moved to accept financials contingent upon receipt of updated financial 

statement from Treasurer, seconded by Ulrike Stottrop. Future AGM meetings will have 

this report available in writing for members.  

 

7. Board Members 

4 office bearers elected: 

President:    Eric Dorfman 
Vice President:  Isabel Landim 
Secretary:    Lynda Knowles 
Treasurer:  Jesse Rodriguez 

The Board is hereby increased from 4 at large members to 7:  

  Chi-Ming Chen (current) 
Osamu Kamei (current) 

  Claire Mateke (current) 
  Anna Omedes (current) 
  Breda Juhant (new) 
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  Dorit Wolenitz (new) 
  Christel Schollaartdt (new) 

Future AGM meetings will ensure that each candidate’s biography, resume, and a brief 

statement of interest/qualifications are available prior to and at the AGM. Each 

candidate shall be prepared to make a brief statement regarding nomination to the 

Board.  The Board will confirm the number of members is consistent with the ICOM 

Statutes and applicable rules. 

8. Discussion to create more structure regarding the Annual General Meeting, its purpose 

and process. Review and comment of draft Board Descriptions/Responsibilities as a 

possibility to consider. The Board will use this material, and input from members, to 

prepare written instruments such as bylaws and/or rules with the goal of continuous 

quality improvement.  These written instruments will be presented at the 2017 AGM for 

approval.  

 

 

 

 

  


