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ICOM-NATHIST 2007 – Business Meeting in Vienna 
 
In a few weeks the 21st  General Conference and the 22nd General Assembly of 
ICOM will be held from August 19th to August 24th in Vienna, Austria. ICOM-
NATHIST will meet at the Natural History Museum in Vienna. 
 
 
Our business meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 22nd. 
Where and when? We will send you the final program for ICOM-NATHIST per 
Mail at the beginning of August or you can check it in Vienna. 
 

• Chair, vice-chairs, secretary and treasurer of ICOM-NATHIST, will report on 
their activities during the last triennium. 

• Eirik Granqvist & Adrian Norris, co-chairs of the working group on 
taxidermy, will speak about their work and discuss the next steps. 

• Eric Dorfman, chair of the working group on ethics – which was 
established in Wellington last year – will report on the first activities. 

• Very crucial for the future of ICOM-NATHIST are the elections of the next 
board, which will also be held during our business meeting.  

• During the business meeting the new board needs to get as much input 
as possible from our members about the most important themes for the 
next years in order to establish a proper triennial program. 

 
Elections for the New Board of ICOM-NATHIST in VIENNA 
 
In our news – sent out by E-Mail on January 29th, 2007 – I asked all members to 
stand for the elections for the next board. We are a very small international 
committee with about 200 members all over the world and every person 
counts. Unfortunately not many members sent a response. 
 
3 years ago in Seoul the elected board promised to keep ICOM-NATHIST 
running and to revive this international committee. 
During the business meeting of ICOM-NATHIST you will get a full report of the 
activities for the triennium 2004-2007.   
Shortly: We had two annual meetings (2005 in Finland & 2006 in New Zealand), 
made the preparations for Vienna 2007 and established two working groups 
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(Taxidermy & Ethics).  In 2007 we received a grant from ICOM-Paris for a 
publication on “Intangible Natural Heritage”. Here we will publish many papers 
on this topic from our meetings since Seoul. 
 
The active members of the outgoing board discussed how to continue and to 
secure what has been achieved so far. The group of active board members 
was small and the work load rested on too few shoulders. Therefore we looked 
for new candidates with experience who had already shown interest and 
engagement for ICOM-NATHIST. 
 
It is a pleasure to announce that our most engaged colleagues – who have 
been responsible or who will be responsible for our meetings – now all are 
candidates for the ICOM-NATHIST board: Eirik Granqvist (2005), Eric Dorfman 
(2006), Brigitta Schmid (2007) and Anna Klukina (2008). 
 
About myself as chair: I will stand for chair for a second time and if elected 
continue for another 3 years. But I definitely will hand this responsibility over to 
one of the younger team-members in Shanghai 2010. 
 
One of the most important officers in an international committee is the 
secretary who links the board of the committee with all members. This brings a 
lot of work and can only be done in very close cooperation with the chair. 
Brigitta Schmid from Vienna will accept this challenge for the next 3 years and 
is our candidate for secretary. 
 
Ulrike Stottrop, our experienced treasurer, will continue and is the candidate for 
officer again. 
 
From our elected vice-chairs one (for Latin America: Yani Herreman) resigned 
within the first year; one (for Africa: Rudo Sithole) has now been vice-chair 
twice and cannot continue. So only the vice-chair for Asia (Sushil K. Saraswat) 
will stand for the next board again. 
Unfortunately no one from Latin America could be persuaded to join the 
board. The candidate for vice-chair for Africa is Norbert Andrew Kayombo 
from Tanzania. 
 
The 22nd  General Conference and the 23rd General Assembly of ICOM will be 
held in Shanghai 2010, November 7-13.  Our host for ICOM-NATHIST 2010 is the 
famous Shanghai Science & Technology Museum of Natural History. The 
preparation for this event has already started and we are very happy that the 
director general of this museum, Mr. Zheng Pan, as representative of SSTM and 
his team will be responsible as host for ICOM-NATHIST 2010. He will therefore be 
co-opted as vice-chair. 
 
The chairs of our two working groups did a great job and will be candidates 
again to continue their work for NATHIST: Eirik Granqvist & Adrian Norris for the 
working  group on THE ART OF TAXIDERMY AND ITS CULTURAL HERITAGE 
IMPORTANCE, Eric Dorfman for the working group on ETHICS. 
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Two members of ICOM-NATHIST came forward to join the board and have 
become candidates for 2007-2010: Drazen Kotrosan and Bhargaviamma 
Venugopal. 
 
We would appreciate to get your approval for these candidates. All 
candidates are voting members of ICOM-NATHIST and eligible under the 
regulations of ICOM.  
 
These are the candidates for the board 2007-2010: 
 
 chair      Gerhard Winter, Germany 
 secretary     Brigitta Schmid, Austria 
 treasurer     Ulrike Stottrop, Germany  

 
 vice chair (Latin America) NN* 
 vice chair (Asia)   Sushil Kumar Saraswat, India 
 vice chair (Africa)   Norbert Andrew Kayombo,Tanzania  
 vice chair (Shanghai 2010) Zheng Pan, China** 

 
 co-chair WG Taxidermy  Eirik Granqvist, Finland 
 co-chair WG Taxidermy  Adrian Norris, UK 
 chair WG Ethics   Eric Dorfman, New Zealand 

 
 board    Anna Klukina, Russian Federation 
 board    Drazen Kotrosan, Bosnia & Herzegovina 
 board    Bhargaviamma Venugopal, India 

 
*Unfortunately there was no candidate for vice-chair (Latin America)  
** co-opted by the board  
 
 

Eric Dorfman, New Zealand, joined ICOM-NATHIST two 
years ago and was our very lovely host responsible for the 
annual meeting 2006 in Wellington, New Zealand. He is an 
expert on environmental issues.  During the meeting in 
2006 Eric started the working group Ethics. 
Eric is candidate for board member with the responsibility 
as chair for the working group Ethics. 

 

 

Eirik Granqvist, Finland, has been ICOM-member for 
almost 35 years (since June 1973) and is one of the most 
experienced experts in the field of taxidermy. For NATHIST 
Eirik is active in China to promote the ideas of our 
committee. Eirik organised the first annual meeting in 2005 
in Pietersaari/Jakobstad, Finland, after a long time of 
silence.  
Eirik is again candidate for board member with the 
responsibility as co-chair for the working group Taxidermy. 
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Norbert Andrew Kayombo, Tanzania, is Director General of 
the National Museum of Tanzania and was elected in 2006 
in Cape Town to the board of Directors of AFRICOM as 
regional representative for Southern Africa. 
Norbert is candidate for vice-chair with responsibility for 
Africa and our link to AFRICOM. 

 

 

Anna Klukina, Russian Federation, is Director of the State 
Darwin Museum in Moscow and has been an active 
member of ICOM-NATHIST for a very long time.  Due to her 
initiative the newsletters on taxidermy were translated into 
Russian, published and sent to other Russian museums. 
Anna invited us to Moscow for the ICOM-NATHIST 2008 – 
meeting and has already done a lot of work for this event. 
Anna is candidate for board member. 

 

 

Drazen Kotroson, Bosnia and Herzegovina, is curator for 
Ornithology at the National Museum of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in Sarajevo and chair of the Bosnian 
National Committee of ICOM.  
Drazen is candidate for board member. 

 

 

Adrian Norris, UK, is one of our very active members and 
is engaged in both working groups, the working group  
on Taxidermy and on Ethics. Adrian was responsible for 
the edition of the newsletters on taxidermy (together 
with Eirik), for the “Code of conduct” and he designed 
the concept for a database of a taxidermy register.   
Adrian is again candidate for board member with the 
responsibility as co-chair for the working group 
Taxidermy.  

 
Sushil Kumar Saraswat, India, has been ICOM-member 
since September 1996. He has been vice-chair of ICOM-
NATHIST during 1998-2001 and 2004-2007. He was 
representative at the annual assembly of ICOM-ASPAC in 
Shiraz and is active to enrol more members for ICOM-
NATHIST and to build the directory of Natural History 
Museums in the Asian region. 
Sushil is again candidate for vice-chair with responsibility 
for Asia. 
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Brigitta Schmid, Austria, has been ICOM-member since 
1992. She is Special Projects Manager & Science Editor at 
the Natural History Museum in Vienna and our Conference 
Manager for ICOM-NATHIST 2007.  Brigitta has organized a 
special excursion for ICOM-NATHIST to the Donau-Auen 
National Park and the whole meeting of NATHIST2007 at 
The Natural History Museum in Vienna. 
Brigitta is our candidate for secretary. 

 

 

Ulrike Stottrop, Germany, has been ICOM-member since 
June 1988. She is Deputy Director of the “Ruhrlandmuseum 
Essen” and responsible for the working group of Natural 
History Museums within the German Museum Association.  
Ulrike became treasurer of NATHIST in 2004 and did an 
excellent job in keeping our money together. 
Ulrike is again candidate for treasurer. 

 

 

Bhargaviamma Venugopal, India, is scientist at the Regional 
Museum of Natural History in Mysore and organized many 
conferences like the National Conference on Intangible 
Natural Heritage in Kerala, April 2007, where the  
recommendations of the “ Calicut Charter on Intangible 
Heritage and Museums” were issued. 
He has been ICOM-member for 20 years but only recently 
joined ICOM-NATHIST.  
Venugopal is candidate for board member. 

 

Gerhard Winter, Germany, came to ICOM in February 
1983 and was secretary for 2 triennials (1998-2004). He 
established the newsletters again and created the 
homepage for ICOM-NATHIST.  
Since 2004 Gerhard has been responsible for the 
development of ICOM-NATHIST as chair. During this time 
he organized annual meetings in Pietersaari/Jakobstad 
and Wellington and a workshop during AFRICOM2006. 
Gerhard is again candidate for the chair of NATHIST.  

 
The international committee of ICOM-NATHIST will continue to try to achieve more and more 
significance, to push forward its ideas and to fulfil its obligations. Our efforts should be based on 
the mandates from as many members as possible. Therefore we ask all members who are not 
able to attend the business meeting in Vienna, please, vote by fax, by surface mail or by email 
using the form on page 6. 
 

If you wish to vote by secret ballot, please, fill in only the part beside the dotted line. Then put 
the sheet into an envelope, seal this envelope and send it as surface mail to the address below 
within a bigger envelope with your name, your ICOM-number and code: ICOM-NATHIST.  
Mr. Hamp will hand the unopened envelope over to the election committee in Vienna. The 
election committee will consist of two members of ICOM-NATHIST who are present in Vienna 
but are not candidates for the new board.  
 
This newsletter (no 22) is available at the ICOM-NATHIST website under: http:/nathist.icom.museum/nl_22.htm 
or as pdf.file http://nathist.icom.museum/nl_22.pdf                      ICOM–NATHIST Gerhard Winter (chairperson) July 2007  
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If you are NOT able to join our business meeting in Vienna 
on Wednesday, August 22nd, 2007 

please return this page till August 20th, 2007 
 

 
● as fax to fax no:  +43 (1) 521 77 585 / Ing. Walter Hamp / for ICOM-NATHIST 
 

● as surface mail to:  Ing. Walter Hamp, Abteilung Ausstellung & Bildung,  
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien 
Burgring 7, A-1010 Vienna, Austria 

 

● as email to:  walter.hamp@nhm-wien.ac.at 
 
I am a member of ICOM-NATHIST and vote for the next periode (2007-
2010) for the board of the International Committee of Natural History. 
 
You have two options: 
 
 

(1)  If you agree with the proposal for all candidates for the next board 
please mark the following box with a cross clearly  � 

 
Or 
 
 
(2)  If you want to select the candidates separately, then mark each          

box with a cross in the adequate section clearly:  
 

chair      �   Gerhard Winter    GERMANY  
secretary     �   Brigitta Schmid   AUSTRIA 
treasurer     �   Ulrike Stottrop    GERMANY  
vice-chair Asia    �   Sushil Kumar Saraswat   INDIA  
vice-chair Africa    �   Norbert Andrew Kayombo   TANZANIA  
co-chair Taxidermy    �   Eirik Granqvist   FINLAND 
co-chair Taxidermy    �   Adrian Norris   UK 
chair Ethics     �   Eric Dorfman  NEW ZEALAND 
board      �   Anna Klukina   RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
board           �  Drazen Kotrosan   BOSNIA-HERZEGOWINA 
board      �  Bhargaviamma Venugopal   INDIA 
 

 
 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ICOM-Nr  _________________    Signature   ________________________________ 
 
 
Date   ____________________         Place    _____________________________         
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