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NATHIST and Seoul 
 
In a few weeks the 20th  General Conference and the  21th General Assembly 
of ICOM will be held October 2 - 8, 2004 in Seoul, South Korea. In addition to 
the main theme "Museums and Intangible Heritage" there are two topics – 
ethics and biodiversity – for NATHIST on which we will focuse our activities.  
 

The Emblem of ICOM 2004 Seoul is ‘Sotdae’. This is a 
modelled bird perched on a high wooden pole. As 
messengers to the heavens, it is traditionally believed that 
the birds convey the people's wishes for prosperity in the 
new year and protection from evils. Villagers gather 
together on lunar January 15th every year to erect these 
spirit poles at the entrance of villages and hold village rites. 

We hope that this emblem will inspire our activities, too. 
 
 
Our partners in Seoul 
 
For the planning and organization of our meeting in Seoul we have two very 
active partners in Korea: Byung-Hoon Lee and  Sun-Kyung Lee.  
 
Dr. Byung-Hoon Lee is an Emeritus Professor of Biology at Chonbuk National 
University and President of The Korean Association for the Study of Natural 
History Museum. He has worked at the ecology institute in the Paris National 
Museum of Natural History. Many of his research interests have had an 
importance of biodiversity and he is one of the most active researchers who is 
leading the campaign for establishing the National Museum for Natural 
History in Korea.     
 
Dr. Sun-Kyung Lee is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Science 
Education and Director of Institute of Science Education Research in 
Cheongju National University of Education. Her interests lie in developing 
interactive and meaningful exhibitions and educational programs for the 
visitors of the natural history museums. She believes that the natural history 
museums could play an important role in enhancing the scientific and 
environmental literacy of people in the society through non-formal 
education.  
 

 1



Thanks to Byung-Hoon Lee and  Sun-Kyung Lee, we will have the chance to 
present a very attractive schedule for NATHIST. The final schedule is still under 
discussion, but as soon as possible, this schedule will be available on our 
website. 
 
 
The situation of Natural History Museums in South Korea 
 
South Korea enlists about 12 natural history museums, some private owned, 
some belonging to a university, some of them you will find on our website. 
natural history museums in Korea. 
 
With an ever increasing rate of extinction as well as disappearance of natural 
history specimens in biology, geology and humanity along with the 
accelerated pace of urbanization and industrialization,  Korea could be 
deemed one of the countries wherein a national center of preserving and 
studying natural heritage is needed.  
 
In 1991 twenty six scientific societies and organizations initiated a campaign in 
organizing the Korean Commission for the Development of a National 
Museum of Natural History.  This was continued by the Korean Association for 
the Study of Natural History Museums.  
 
What could be achieved till now, what about the implementation of “Rio”?  
This question is not only crucial for the Republic of Korea, which signed  the 
“Convention on Biological Diversity” (Rio de Janeiro, 1992), but also for all 
other countries.  
 
We will learn about the present situation in South Korea and discuss the role of 
NATHIST to support the development of National Museums of Natural History. 
 
(National Biodiversity Strategy by the Republik of Korea) 
 
 
Working groups  
 
In addition to our sessions with papers, posters (and short communications) 
we start with two working groups, one on ethics and one on biodiversity. 
 
In parallel workshops we will discuss these topics in Seoul and reflect on their 
relevance for NATHIST. Therefore I ask all members going to Seoul to consider 
well in advance in which of these workshops you will actively participate. 
 
The results of these workshops will be circulated to all members and we hope 
to get more interested members involved and to develop a broader basis for 
the future development of NATHIST. 
 
Literature and interesting papers for these workshops on our website 
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http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/nh-museum.htm
http://www.biodiv.org/doc/world/kr/kr-nbsap-01-en.pdf
http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/fwk.htm


Excursion Day - Thursday, Oct 7 
 
8 different tours are offered which visit very interesting places and it is very 
difficult to decide on one specific tour. 
For members of ICOM-NATHIST:  tour “E8 – Gongju and Daejon” with the visit 
of the “National Science Museum” and the new “Gyeryong Natural History 
Museum” seems to be very good choice.  The “Gyeryong Natural History 
Museum” - institutional member of ICOM-NatHist - is still under construction 
and will be inaugurated soon. 
 
 
Business meeting 
 
Our business meeting is held on Wednesday, October 6, starting at 14:30. 
Where? Please check the final program for NATHIST at Seoul. 
 

• Rudo Sithole (acting chair), Gerhard Winter (secretary) and Tilman 
Haug (treasurer) will report. 

 
• Very crucial for the future of NATHIST are the elections for the next 

board, which will be also held during our business meeting. After some 
periods with “vanishing chair persons” we should manage to create 
some stability, which will be necessary for the continuation of NATHIST 
with in ICOM, because an inactive international committee with an 
inactive board may face dissolution by the governing body of ICOM.  

 
• During the business meeting the new board needs to get as much input 

as possible from our members on what the most important themes are 
for the next years to establish a triennial program. 

 
 
Elections for the new board of ICOM-NatHist at Seoul 
 
In our newsletter May 2004 /2 we asked all members, to stand for the elections 
for the next board. You know we are a very small international committee 
with about 190 members all over the world and every person and every vote 
counts. 
 
From the board elected in Barcelona the chair-person and one vice-chair-
person have not met the expectations. Tilman Haug, our treasurer, had been 
two periods on the board and will not be going for another position in the 
next. From Jeanne Robinson we did not get any reply to my emails, because 
of that, we suppose she will not not continue.  
 
Thus only two board members are left:  
Rudo Sithole – acting chair (one periode as vice chair resp. acting chair) 
Gerhard Winter – secretary (two periods as secretary) 
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The situation was discussed carefully between Rudo Sithole and Gerhard 
Winter. As Rudo Sithole does not want to go for chair, but for vice-chair, 
Gerhard Winter decides to become candidate for chair. 



 
Three of our members were interested to join the board for the next period as 
chair. We asked them, if they could imagine to go for another position than 
the chair, too:   
One person joined as vice-chair (Saraswat), one person as senior adviser to 
the board (Granquist). 
One person will continue to go for chair (Treff),  
In addition, we asked different members to come on bo(a)rd and help to 
keep NATHIST alive. 
 

 

Eirik Granqvist, Finland, is now ICOM-member for over 30 
years (since June1973). He does “not have any professional 
needs for taking a place at the board. My only interest is that 
I might be useful and I have been too sorry about the facts 
with peoples just leaving their duties and disapearing from 
this, the worlds most important non governmental forum for 
natural-history museums that is NATHIS.” We need his 
experience and support as senoir adviser to the board. 

 

 

Arq Yani Herreman, Mexico, joined ICOM March 1976 and is 
at present vice-president of ICOM.  She was director of the 
Natural History Museum in Mexico City. “I beleive I may be of 
help to NatHist by helping the Committe to socialize the 
importance of Natural History Museums today by planning 
and designing innovative proposals. Finally, I would like to 
help Nat Hist to have a higher profile in ICOM and in any 
other related international forums.” 
For a long time she is active within NATHIST and it is a great 
honour  for NATHIST that she is candidate for vice-chair.   

 

 

Hans-Albert Treff, Germany – ICOM member since June 1977, 
knows NatHist since1980, when it was a very well operating 
community of interest. From his experience, he proposes to 
start an opinion survey among the members as soon as 
possible and he underlines the relevance of the homepage 
as an instrument of communication within this committee. 
When elected, he propose a meeting of NatHist in Munich in 
the year 2005. He is candidate for chair. 

 
Nath Mayo Adediran, Nigeria – ICOM member since  
September 1979, is chair of ICOM-Nigeria. He is very active 
and Nigeria has with 4 members of NATHIST as much as 
Canada. To go to Seoul he received a ICOM scholarship.  
 
 
He is candidate for secretary. 
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Gerhard Winter, Germany, came to ICOM in February 1983.  
For the  last two periodes he was elected secretary, 
established the newsletters again and created the website 
for NATHIST as a communication tool for and between the 
members. Together with Rudo Sithole he managed the 
board of NATHIST through rough weather. 
In the next period (2004-2007) he will save what was 
achieved despite all difficulties and therefore he is 
candidate for chair.   

 

 

Michel van-Praët, France, became in June 1986 member of 
ICOM. He is chair of ICOM-France, a candidate to the 
executive board of ICOM in Seoul and as member of the 
Ethics committee he was involved restructuring the ICOM 
Code of Ethics. He feels difficult to take an offical  
responsibility in the NATHIST board at present, but he offered 
to candidate as a member of NATHIST board in charge of 
the aspects on ethics and the travel of specimens. 

 

 

For Ulrike Stottrop, Germany  - ICOM member since June 
1988, “ICOM-NATHIST is an excellent network for the 
exchange of and discussion about all the museotypical 
aspects of our work. To expand  this network, to get and 
keep contact to the members of ICOM-NATHIST is a great 
task and  I like to help to perform.”  
For the next period (2004-2007) she is candidate for treasurer.  

 

 

Rudo Sithole, Zimbabwe, became in July 1995 member of 
ICOM. As vice chair during the last periode she was very 
active to establish the presence of NATHIST in Africa in co-
operation with AFRICOM. When the chair vanished, she took 
over responsibitity as acting chair and thanks to her activities 
NATHIST came across the deep hole.  
She is candidate for  vice-chair again, with a very keen eye 
on the development of NATHIST in Africa.  

 

 

Sushil Kumar Saraswat, India, is ICOM member since  
September 1996. He was vice-chair of NATHIST 1998-2001.  
He was three times elected secretary of the Museums 
Association of India and became this year president of this 
association. 
He is candidate for vice-chair with responsibility for Asia-
Pacific region. 
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This are the candidates for the new board: 
 
chair     Hans-Albert Treff, Germany 
chair      Gerhard Winter, Germany  
vice chair (Latin America) Yani Herreman, Mexico 
vice chair (Asia-Pacific)  Sushil Kumar Saraswat, India 
vice chair (Africa)   Rudo Sithole, Zimbabwe  
secretary     Nath Mayo Adediran, Nigeria 
treasurer     Ulrike Stottrop, Germany 
board (senior adviser)  Eirik Granqvist, Finland 
board (ethics)   Michel van-Praët, France 
 
You will find a more detailed cv and proposal for the board activities of all 
candidates on NATHIST website under the page of each candidate. Have a 
close look at this.  
We would apreciate to get your approval for these candidates. All 
candidates are eligible. For the chair you have to chose between two 
candidates and you can vote for one of these candidates ONLY. 
 
The international committee of ICOM-NatHist will continue trying to get more 
and more significance,  to push forward its ideas and fulfill its obligations in the 
service of the society as powerful as possible. This should be based on the 
mandate from as many members as possible and we ask all members to give 
their vote. If you are not able to attend the business meeting in Seoul, please 
vote by fax, mail or email using the form on page 8. 
 
If you wish to vote secretly please fill out only the part with the dotted line on 
the left, put it in a sealed envelope and send this in another envelope with 
your name and ICOM-Nr. to the secretary of ICOM-NatHist till September 22, 
2004. He will hand it over unopened to the election committee in Seoul. The 
election committee will consist of two members of ICOM-NatHist, that are 
present in Seoul and are not candidates for the new board. They will be 
chosen during the business meeting by approval.  
 
 
Come on bo(a)rd to help NATHIST 
 
We hope to find you and more members who drive forward the vision of 
NATHIST and who will offer to dedicate some time for NATHIST. If you hesitate 
to take over or if you want to avoid an offical status within the board, please 
send a notice to the secretary. You can be co-opted as board member to 
support NATHIST. 
 

• If you know ICOM and especially NATHIST for a long time, we seek your 
experience and advice. 

• If you have the skill and enjoy to work with computers, you are 
welcome to get engaged in our website development. 

• If you are fluent in various languages, we need your support editing our 
newsletter. 

 
There are many possibilities to help NATHIST board, managing all their tasks, at 
the same time it is also your chance to introduce your personal ideas. 
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New website of ICOM-NATHIST 
(sent out to all members with email-address as news, July 20) 
 
Thanks to the agreement of the governing body of Senckenberg Natural 
History Museum the website of ICOM-NATHIST was housed on the server of 
Senckenberg. Unfortunately the server of Senckenberg is not working properly 
at present and the administrator is absent for some weeks, therefore I have no 
direct access to update the ICOM-NATHIST website in time. For the General 
Conference in Seoul and especially for the board election we have to 
present the latest news on our webpage. Therefore we installed a new site 
which can easily be updated by myself contemporarily.  
 
The address of our website is now http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/ 
 
You will find all pages if you replace  
the old address http://www.senckenberg.de/icom/  
by the new one http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/ 
Please check this address for all published documents and the latest updates. 
 
 
New page for museums 
 
On our website you will find a new page with links to all museums which are 
institutional members of NATHIST and all museums/institutions were members 
of NATHIST are working. In addition some other very important natural history 
museum museums supply this list. 
Have a look at this page (../nh-museum.htm) and if you notice some error or if 
you find a not appropriate link to a / your museum, please notify the 
secretary. 
 
In addition NATHIST offers a new service to all institutional museums or 
museums were members of NATHIST are working. All museum which do not 
have an own offical homepage, have the possibility to establish one page 
with informations about the museums on the website of NATHIST. 
 
 
To all members without working email-address 
 
Unfortunately the newsletters May 2004/1 (call for papers) and May 2004/2 
(call for candidates for the new board) were sent to members of NATHIST with 
working email-address only and not mailed as a printed copy to all members 
without email-address. If you have a email-address but did not receive one of 
this newsletters please forward your email-address to the secretary.  
 
We apologize for this and add both newsletters to this mailing. If you as 
member of NATHIST feel that you get any inconveniences because of this 
situation, please let us know imediately. We will find a proper solution for you 
in any case. 
 
 
Newsletter  by  Rudo Sithole and Gerhard Winter for ICOM-NATHIST 
This newsletter is available on our website under http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/icomnh_nl8.htm and as pdf-file
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http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/
http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/
http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/nh-museum.htm
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http://www.icom-nathist.de/icom/icomnh_nl8.pdf


 

If you are NOT able to join our business meeting in Seoul  
on Wednesday, October 6, 2004 

please return this page till September 22, 2004. 
 

as fax to fax no:   +49 (0)69 7542 331    Gerhard Winter, Secretary of ICOM-NATHIST 
 

as mail to:  Winter, Senckenberganlage 25, D-60325 Frankfurt/Main, Germany 
 

as email to:   gerhard.winter@senckenberg.de 
 
 
I am member if ICOM-NATHIST  
and my votes for the next periode (2004-2007)  
for the board of the International Committee of Natural History are: 
 
chair  о   Hans-Albert Treff    GERMANY 
chair  о   Gerhard Winter    GERMANY  
 
Remember, there are 2 candidates for the chair but you can vote 
ONLY FOR ONE by checking one of the two о circles.  
 
If you agree with the following candidates please mark each � box   
clearly with a cross. 

vice-chair  �   Yani Herreman   MEXICO 

vice-chair  �   Sushil Kumar Saraswat   INDIA  

vice-chair  �   Rudo Sithole   ZIMBABWE 

secretary  �   Nath Mayo Adediran  NIGERIA 

treasurer  �   Ulrike Stottrop    GERMANY  

board  �   Eirik Granqvist    FINLAND 

board  �   Michel van-Praët    FRANCE 

 
 

 
 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ICOM-Nr  _________________    Signature   ________________________________ 
 
 
Date   ____________________         Place    _________________________________   
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