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Summary 
by Gerhard Winter 
 
Preparations for the  Barcelona meeting started in September 2000 when 
president and secretary of NATHIST, invited by Carme Prats from the local 
organisation committee,  visited the potential meeting places in Barcelona and 
finally decided on locations and a tentative conference program schedule. 
 
In the Newsletter of January 2001/1 the proposed conference themes and 
highlights  were published and all members invited to submit their contributions. 
According to the conference topic, the main focus should not be again on 
scientific collections in general, but on dicussions around  „value of our 
collections in creating and sharing knowledge, especially about  

(1) how to present this value,  
(2) how to communicate this value within the scientific community, to the 

public and the society,  
(3) how to increase this value, and therewith how to increase our core 

competence“. 
 
Only through the very active and personal engagement of our local contacts 
and committee members, to mention especially Carme Prats and Frances Uribe 
with their teams, organizational mishaps could be leveraged and the scheduled 
meetings successfully conducted. Up to 30 members as an average attended 
the presentations and poster sessions. 
 
The Barcelona conference was important for  NATHIST because an attempt was 
made to try to win over members not to focus only on „presenting beautiful 
exhibitions of their own museum“ but to reflect and discuss on more essential 
issues like programatic contents and future perspectives of NATHIST as starting 
point in to the new millennium. 
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All summaries and abstracts of papers and presentations of NATHIST in Barcelona 
– as far as received by the secretary – are published and made available in the 
newsletter July 2003 and as pdf-file on NATHIST web site on the internet. 
 
Monday’s, July 2, motto was:  „Managing Chance: Coordination of databases 
by means of new technologies“.  
After the introductional presentation from Leonard Hirsch (USA) „Facilitating 
globally, digitizing locally“, followed contributions from N. Mayo Adediran 
(Nigeria) „Managing chance: Mining the museum collection for a new 
interpretation“ and Euardo A. Ramirez (Norway) „ Structuralizing multimedia data 
in museums“, as well as the presentation of different posters. 
 
Afterwards colleagues from France presented new exhibitions and concepts. 
Elisabeth Lang  informed about „Arche Noah“ – project in Strassbourg; whereas 
the social importance of a museum and its impact for a neighbouring quarter in 
Perpignan was stressed by Robert Bourgat. Michel van-Praet showed that 
different interpretation of nature objects through the changes of times can be 
an important theme for an exhibition. 
 
In the afternoon NATHIST met in the Museu de Ciències Naturals de la Ciutadella 
(http://www.bcn.es/museuciencies).  
First we had a tour through the exhibition of Museu de Zoologia by Anna 
Omedes (Director), and afterwards a round-table-discussion followed on “How 
to use data bases” and “How to cope with the special situation in Spain”. 
Unfortunately the outcome of the round-table-discussion was not documented 
and is thus not available for all members. 
 
We changed to the nearby  Museu de Geologia which was introduced by Alicia 
Masriera Gonzales (Director). The day ended quite happily with a nice reception 
and a lot of interesting talks among the members. 
 
Tuesday, July 3 
Key contribution from Roger Miles (London) „Public understanding of science: If 
a thing’s worth doing ...[it’s worth doing it well]“. Unfortunately Roger Miles was ill 
so his contribution was distributed as paper. 
 
In detailed presentations three colleagues from Spain explored the role 
museums can play in spreading knowledge in a „knowledge society“ (Carme 
Prats, Barcelona) and in changing from „warehouse“ to the Internet (Soraya 
Peña, Madrid) as well as in using modern media in the museums (Gloria. Munilla, 
Barcelona). The difference between „an exhibition and the real world“ showed 
Thomas S. Jensen (Denmark) with Greenland as an example. 
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Museu de Zoologia  
 
http://www.museuzoologia.bcn.es

Museu de Geologia 
 
http://www.museugeologia.bcn.es

Jardí Botànic de Barcelona 
 
http://www.jardibotanic.bcn.es 
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During the meeting with CIDOC on Tuesday, that had been initiated by Regine 
Scheffel (CIDOC) and the secretary of NATHIST, the fields of a possible 
cooperation of both committees were discussed. Achieving cooperation wth 
other international committees was recognized as an important goal for NATHIST. 
 
In the afternoon Jorge Wagensberg (Director) gave our members a guided tour 
through the exhibition „Y luego fue la forma ...“ (form & function) in the Museu 
de la Ciència de la Fundació “la Caixa” (science museum), in which nature 
objects are presented in a very exceptional way. This triggered a discussion on 
the relationship between science centers and natual history museums and the 
necessity to reflect on which elements from a science center could or should 
also be integrated in a natural history museum. During a meeting with CIMUSET 
Wagensberg put forward his 13 museological principles for a new exhibition 
conception of the science museum in Barcelona, which were also intensely 
discussed during the following reception. 
 
Wedneyday, July 4, had Biodiversity as central topic. 
The secretary of NATHIST  informed in short on changes in the „Revised Code of 
Ethics“ that impact  NATHIST.  
In the first presentation  „It is the Millenium for Natural History: Are we Ready?“ 
Leonard Hirsch (USA) introduced new working principles for museums, like 
„property rights“, „repatriation of data“, „data-exchange“ and new projects, like 
"GBIF - gobal biodiversity information facility" (http://www.gbif.org) and the 
relevance for NATHIST was discussed. In the second presentation Josep Germain 
(Spain) in detail put forward the „Biodiversity strategies“ that had been applied 
in Spain with great success on various projects.  
Finally, Núria Membrives (Barcelona) outlined the concept for the new Jardí 
Botànic (botanical garden) in Barcelona.   
 
After a short brake the  business meeting of NATHIST was held. The report of our 
president (see page 5-9) was followed by the treasurer’s report (see page 10-11) 
and that of the secretary (see page 12-14). Finally the election of the next board 
came up (see page 15-16). 
 
In the afternoon we were welcomed by Núria Membrives (Director) at Jardí 
Botànic de Barcelona  and visited this really new botanical garden, which was 
opened in April 1999 and is located in the park on Montjuïc. 
 
With some delay the second round table workshop on “Natural heritage as 
dynamising element in societies” was opened. Unfortunately the outcome of the 
round-table-discussion was also not documented and is thus not available for all 
member. 
 
 
On all days we were very well looked after by Pau Senra from Carme Prats team, 
for which we want to thank him especially. 
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Rapport moral  du président 
d'Anne Marie Slézec  
élue lors de la 18ème conférence générale qui s’est tenue à Melbourne 
(Australie) 
 
presented at the business meeting at July 4, 2001 by Robert Bourgat 
 

1. Le comité  NATHIST, c'est un comité qui stagne, ne gagne pas des 
membres, mais n’en perd pas (316 membres en 1999, 311 en 2000 dont 
166 membres votants). II serait bien d'en tirer les conséquences d'autant 
que seuls les membres votants contribuent à la santé financière de notre 
comité. Une des résolutions de Melbourne était d'ouvrir notre comité à la 
sauvegarde et la conservation du vivant au travers des parcs animaliers, 
des jardins botaniques, des aquariums, je ne suis pas certaine que nous 
ayons entièrement réussi probablement aussi parce que nos actions sont 
mal définies donc pas préparés. Nous avons un effort à faire dans la 
motivation et j'ose espérer que Ie futur bureau en tiendra compte. 

 
2. Le comité NATHIST est donc un petit comité, sans grand moyen financier 

(la subvention annuel accordée est d'environ 6500FF). Cette subvention si 
par le passé a aidé quelques uns de nos membres a participer à notre 
réunion générale, depuis 1998, elle ne sert plus qu 'à produire la Newsletter 
au rythme de 1 par an. Les comptes financiers ont permis néammoins 
cette annèe d'inviter sur proposition de Carme Prats, que je remercie ici 
pour son aide, Mr Roger Milles. 

 
3. Qu'avons nous fait pendant ces 3 ans ? Pas autant de choses que nous 

l'aurions souhaité. Malgré l'engagement moral qu'avaient pris certain de 
nos membres lors d'une réunion à Melbourne, pour servir de relai dans leur 
coin de planète, rien n'a réellement fonctionné. Le surcroît de travail de 
chacun en est probablement la cause. S'occuper d'un groupe de travail 
nécessite beaucoup d'investissement personnel. 
J'ose espérer que pour les 3 prochaines années nos membres et pas 
seulement un président et un secrétaire, seront plus motivés. 

 
4. C'est sûr le constat de ces 3 ans est un peu décevant, un comité vit avec 

ses membres et non pas à l'initiative d' 1 ou 2 personnes. Je remercie notre 
secrétaire qui n'a pas ménagé sa peine et il vous entretiendra de ses 
réalisations. Il me paraît indispensable pour notre survie que pour les 3 ans 
à venir, Ie futur bureau que vous allez élire, accepte de coopter des 
membres qui devraient s'engager en connaissance de cause. Ce n'est 
qu'un souhait mais que j'exprime très fort. 

 
5. En 6 ans comme membre du bureau du comité,  d'abord secrétaire puis 

présidente nos actions ont été minimes personnellement, depuis 7 mois, 
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ma charge professionnelle ne me permet plus de consacrer du temps au 
comité je n'ai donc pas souhaité me representer à l'éIection. 

 
6. Qu'avons nous fait pendant ces 3 années, d’abord je remercicrai notre 

secrétaire, Nous nous sommes vus à plusieurs reprises à Lyon, à Paris, à 
Barcelone pour pour préparer les différentes rencontres. Nous avons 
préparé le colloque ICOMCC/NATHIST à Lyon en 1999 et là je remercie 
nos collègues lyonnais pour I'organisation. L'action transversale intra 
comité n'a pas été réellement fructueuse. Il existe dans ce comité un 
groupe de travail sur la conservation du matériel biologique, nous aurions 
pu trouver un terrain commun, mais cela ne s'est pas fait. Faut-il continuer 
dans ce sens, faut-il approcher d'autres comité? Il conviendrait d'en 
débattre. N'oublions pas que cela nous est fortement recommandé par 
les instances de I'ICOM. 

 
7. Nous avons  publié Ia cahier d'etudes no 7 

Le conseil exécutif a décidé lors d'une de ces séances de nous supporter 
financièrement dans cette opération. Ce fut un gros travail heureusement 
accompli en parfaite harmonie avec le secrétariat général, et 
notamment en son temps Laura Guttman puis Valérie Jullien. Qu'elles 
soient ici remerciées. 
J'avais souhaité que cette publication, tirée à 1000 exemplaires reflète nos 
expériences de tous les jours dans l'exercice de notre profession, au sein 
des musées mais aussi au sein des parcs animaliers et des jardins 
botaniques. Ce fut un gros travail en 1998 et 1999. Il n'est pas parfait, ne 
plait pas à tous Ie monde, mais il a le mérite d'exister et je me suis laissé 
dire qu'encore récemment, des demandes pour ce cahier arrivent encore 
au secrétariat généra1. Tous les membres votants d'abord, Ies autres 
ensuite suivant la disponibilité des ouvrages, a reçu ce cahier d'études, j'ai 
moi-même assuré les envois par courrier sur mon budget propre, ceci pour 
ne pas grever nos maigres finances. 

 
8. La réunion Intermédiaire, le colloque de Lyon 

Le rapport est paru dans la Newsletter, 35 de nos membres y ont participé. 
Il nous a permis quelques échanges, des visites intéressantes et nous avons 
publier les communication. Là je remercierais Ies institutions françaises qui 
on supporté le financement de cette publication. D'abord le Ministère de 
l'éducation nationale, la mission musée qui a accordé une subvention de 
25000Fr, l'office de coopération d'information scientifique el 
muséographique qui s'est chargé du suivi et de la réalisation de I'ouvrage. 
Tous Ies membres votants du comité l'on reçu une fois de plus, sans grever 
d' 1 centimes notre budget. L'ICOM France qui nous a accordé une 
subvention de 6000FF pour cette manifestation. 
Que les organisateurs à ICOM/CC Jean-Pierre Mohen et JJ Esraty, à 
NATHIST Abel Prieur soient ici remerciés pour leur aimable et efficace 
contribution. 
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9. La conférence générale de Barcelone 

En septembre 2000, le secrétaire et moi-même a I'initiative de Carme 
Prats, sommes venus préparer notre  rendez-vous et nous avons été très 
chaleureusement accueilli par nos partenaires, Franscique Uribe et Anna 
Omedes. Nous avons fait au mieux, avec ce que nous avions. 

 
 
J'espère que cette intervention répond à vos attentes, je souhaitais ainsi vous 
expliquer qu'assumer des responsabilités au sein d'un comité international n'est 
pas chose facile, il faut de la motivation, du temps et savoir trouver des 
financements. Ces 6 années passées au bureau du Comité m'a 
personnellement apporté beaucoup de tracas mais aussi beaucoup de joie, 
d'aide, d'amitiés avec des membres, avec le secrétariat général (Eloisa Zell, 
Elisabeth Jani). Je quitte les responsabilités trop lourdes mais je reste bien sûr un 
membre fidèle et convaineu de NATHIST. 
 
Sérignan 2J/06/01  
Anne MarIe Slézec 
 
 
Report from the President  
by Anne-Marie Slézec 
(elected at the 18th General Conference, Melbourne, Australia) 
 
 
 

1. NATHIST is a committee which stagnates: it neither gains nor looses 
members (316 members in 1999, 311 in 2000, among them 166 voting 
members). One needs to look for the consequences. Only voting 
members contribute to the financial wealth of the committee. One of the 
resolutions drawn up in Melbourne was to extend the committee's 
membership to professionals dealing with the preservation and 
conservation of living species through animal parks, botanical gardens, 
aquaria. My feeling is that in this field our success is limited because of lack 
of definition and consequently lack of preparation in our actions. We do 
have to make an effort in motivating the members and I hope that the 
new board will take this into consideration. 

 
2. Because NATHIST is a "small" committee, it should operate smoothly. But it 

has few financial resources: the amount of the annual subvention is 
approximately 6500 FF. In the past, this subvention was used to help 
members participate to our general meeting. Since 1998, it only allows the 
publication of the newsletter once a year. However, this year, Carme Prats 
proposed to invite Mr Roger Miles and the committee could pay for the 
expenses incurred by this invitation. 
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3. What did we do during the past three years? Not so much as we would 

have expected. In Melbourne, it was decided that some members will 
serve as liaison officers in their respective regions. In spite of the 
commitment of some of our members, this did not really work. Surplus work 
for everybody is probably the reason to this failure. The coordination of a 
working group needs a lot of personal engagement. I hope that in the 
next three years our members and not only the chairperson and the 
secretary will demonstrate greater motivation. 

 
4. It is evident, the report of the past three years is a bit disappointing. A 

committee is active thanks to the participation of its members and not on 
the initiative of only one or two individuals. I would like to thank our 
secretary who spared no effort. He will present himself his achievements. It 
seems to me that it is essential for the survival of the committee that, during 
the next three years, the new board that you will elect, accepts co-opted 
members who should commit themselves with full knowledge of the facts. 
It is only a wish, but I want to express it strongly. 

 
5. Over the past six years, as a member of the board of NATHIST, first as 

secretary and then as chairperson, my personal actions were minimal. 
Since the last 7 months, my professional responsibility does not allow me 
any longer to devote time to the committee. Therefore I do not stand for 
re-election. 

 
6. What has been done during these last three years? First, I thank our 

secretary. We met several times in Lyons, Paris, Barcelona in order to 
prepare the meetings. We have organised the meeting ICOM-CC/NATHIST 
which was held in Lyons (France) in1999 and I take this opportunity to 
thank our colleagues from Lyons for their hard work. The collaboration 
between committees was not really fruitful. Since there is a working group 
on the conservation of biological material within ICOM-CC, it should have 
been possible to find an area of common interest, but it did not happen. 
Should the committee continue in this direction? Should we try to organise 
joint meetings with other international committees? The question has to be 
discussed. We must not forget that ICOM's authorities strongly recommend 
such joint meetings. 

 
7. We published the number 7 of the Study Series. ICOM Executive Council 

granted the committee a subvention. This publication involved a hard 
work which luckily has been accomplished with the assistance of the 
General Secretariat, particularly Laura Gutman and Valérie Jullien. I take 
this occasion to thank them. 1000 copies were printed. I wanted this 
publication to be the mirror of our day-to-day practice, not only in 
museums, but also in animal parks and botanical gardens. It has been 
prepared in 1998 and 1999. 
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 This publication is not perfect, it does not satisfy everybody, but at least it 
exists and I have recently been told that the ICOM Secretariat still receives 
orders for this Study Series. All voting members, and, depending on the 
stocks, non-voting members have received this issue. I have myself sent off 
the publication and paid for the dispatching on my own budget so as not 
to strain the committee's meager resources. 

 
8. Interim meeting, Lyons, France. 

The report was published in the NATHIST newsletter. Thirty-five members of 
NATHIST have attended this meeting. It was the occasion of exchanges 
and interesting visits. The papers of the communications of this meeting 
were produced thanks to the assistance of the Office de coopération et 
d'information muséographiques (OCIM) which took care of the production 
of this publication. I acknowledge the French institutions which have 
supported the committee with the financing of this brochure: the French 
Ministry of Education, the Mission Musées which granted a subvention of 
the amount of 25,000 FF, ICOM-France which granted a subvention of 
6000,00 FF. All voting members have received it. The distribution of this 
publication has been secured by other financial resources than the 
regular budget of NATHIST. Again I would like to thank for their kind and 
efficient collaboration the organisers Jean-Pierre Mohen and Jean-
Jacques Ezrati for ICOM-CC and Abel Prieur for NATHIST. 

 
9. 19th General Conference, Barcelona, Spain, July 2001 

In September 2000, on Carme Prats' initiative, the Secretary of NATHIST and 
myself came to Barcelona in order to prepare this meeting. We were 
warmly welcomed by our colleagues Francesc Uribe and Ana Omedes. 
We tried our best with what we had as the available resources.  

 
In conclusion and briefly, I wanted to explain that it is not easy to assume 
responsibilities of officer in an international committee of ICOM. One must have 
motivation, time and know how to find funds. Over the past six years, as a 
member of the Board, I have experienced a lot General Secretariat of ICOM, 
especially Eloisa Zell and Elisabeth Jani and in general with all the members of 
the personnel of the ICOM Secretariat. 
I am leaving the presidency of NATHIST because I had to put a lot of energy and 
a lot of time in order to activate heavy machinery, and because my new 
professional responsibilities will no longer allow me, in the future, to devote at 
least two hours a day to watch over the survival of NATHIST. 
I shall nevertheless remain a faithful and determined member of NATHIST. 
 
 
Sérignan, 21 June 2001 
Anne-Marie Slézec 
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Financial statement for the triennial 1998 - 2001 
from Tilman Haug - Treasurer of NATHIST 
 
presented at the business meeting at July 4, 2001 by Gerhard Winter (secretary of NATHIST) 
 
 
Financial statement  for 1999 
 
 

Date Subject Income  Expenditure 
  
06.04.99 opening balance  

(bank transfer from Christopher Hill, 
former treasurer of NATHIST) 

1.410,89 DM 721,39 €  

09.04.99 bank charges 25,20 DM 12,88 €
09.07.99 deposit a/c interest to 06.99 0,08 DM 0,04 €
09.07.99 bank charges 1,10 DM 0,56 €
09.07.99 bank charges 25,20 DM 12,88 €
29.07.99 printing newsletter 01/99 + 06/99 1.177,00 DM 601,80 €
23.09.99 1999 regular subvention ICOM-Paris 2.066,82 DM 1.056,77 €  
08.10.99 bank charges 26,30 DM 13,45 €
08.10.99 bank bonus 0,50 DM 0,26 €  
17.12.99 mailing newsletter 1999 2.123,00 DM 1.085,49 €
30.12.99 bank bonus 0,50 DM 0,26 €  
30.12.99 bank charges 25,20 DM 12,88 €

  
 Total 3.478,71 DM 1.778,66 € 3.403,08 DM 1.739,99 €
 Balance to 31.12.1999 75,63 DM 38,67 €
   

Munich, 31.12.1999     Tilman Haug           Treasurer NATHIST 
 
 
 
Financial statement 2000 
 
 

Date Subject Income  Expenditure 
  
01.01.00 opening balance  75,63 DM     38,67 €  
03.04.01 bank charges 26,30 DM        13,45 € 
03.07.00 2000 regular subvention ICOM-Paris 2.075,23 DM 1.061,07 €  
04.07.00 bank charges 26,30 DM        13,45 € 
03.10.00 bank charges 26,30 DM        13,45 € 
29.12.00 bank charges 26,30 DM        13,45 € 

   
 Total 2.150,86 DM 1.099,73 € 105,20 DM        53,79 € 
 Balance to 31.12.2000 2.045,66 DM   1.045,95 € 

  
Munich, 31.12.2000     Tilman Haug           Treasurer NATHIST 
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Financial statement 2001 
 
 

Date Subject Income  Expenditure 
 
01.01.01 opening balance  2.045,66 DM   1.045,95 € 
03.04.01 bank charges 26,30 DM     13,45 € 
02.05.01 printing/mailing newsletter  

01/2001/1 and 01/2001/2 
664,77 DM    339,90 € 

27.06.01 newsletter june 2001 612,74 DM    313,29 € 
  
 Total 2.045,66 DM   1.045,95 € 1.303,81 DM    666,64 € 
 Balance to 08.05.2001 741,85 DM    379,31 € 

 
Munich, 27.06.2001        Tilman Haug       Treasurer NATHIST 
 
 
 
 
Overview (Income – Expenses) 
 
 
 
Income 1. Subventions 1999 2.066,82 DM 1.056,77 €

  2000 2.075,23 DM 1.061,07 €
  2001 not received until June 26, 2001
 2. Other 

Subventions 
none 

 3. Staff etc none 
   

Expenses 1.  Meetings none 
 2. Bursaries none 
 3. Publications Newsletter 1999 3.300,00 DM 1.687,29 €
  Newsletter 2001 1.277,51 DM 653,19 €
 4. Administration 1999 103,08 DM 52,70 €
  2000 105,20 DM 53,79 €
  2001 26,30 DM 13,45 €
  

Munich, 27.06.2001        Tilman Haug               Treasurer of NATHIST 
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Report from the  secretary for the triennial 1998-2001  
by Gerhard Winter 
 
From the starting point at Melbourne it became a real challenge, as  communi-
cation to our members and within our member had to be reestablished 
competly.  
 
From the available membership list from Secretariat General in Paris a data base 
was created containing all relevant information. Along with our second 
newsletter – that was sent out by mail June 1999 -  every voting and non-voting 
member received a data-sheet with their personal data available and all 
members were requested to validate, correct and complete the data and 
return the sheet to me. This way the original data base was updated. The positive 
outcome was that many members had email addresses meanwhile - therefore 
the following newsletters were sent by mail only to those which did not have 
email addresses and we could lower the espenses of NATHIST enormously. 
 
We published 4 newsletters, which are available on NATHIST web site on the 
internet as htm-files and as pdf-files. 

• January 1999 with abstracts from the Melbourne meeting 
• June 1999 with reports on Melbourne 

and the annoncement of the meeting in Lyon 
• January 2001 /1 about the themes of the Barcelona meeting and 

January 2001 /2 about the election process and call for candidates 
• June 2001 with the program of the Barcelona meeting, the proposed 

candidates for the new board and a ballot for those who can not attend 
    
A new web site for NATHIST was established by me. Besides my job as head of 
the education department, I am responsible as webmaster for the whole web 
site of the Senckenberg museum  - which put me in a position to create a a new 
file for NATHIST. We do not have to pay for the space on the Senckenberg server 
and I can make an update as soon as necessary and whenever time allows.  
    
In addition to the work as secretary I was proxy for president in two Advisory 
Committee meetings in Paris. Thus I got involved in the process for the review and 
reform of ICOM, especially on ethical issues. In a short report about the meeting 
2000 (June 5-7) in Paris I informed all members ( see “news June 25, 2000” on our 
website) about the current discussion and asked for comments and suggestions 
from our members. 12 members responded, I summarized this and sent it to the 
Ethic Committee. In Barcelona I gave a short summary of the results and the 
future consequences (see newsletter July 2003). 
 
For the preparation of the elections for the next board I was authorized by our 
president to follow strictly the model rules for International committees. The 
procedure and the results you will find on page 15–16 of this newsletter.    
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NATHIST web site on the internet: 
http://senckenberg.de/icom 
 
The structure is very simple. On the left side you see a navigation field and the 
main field is changing accordingly to your request.  

• news 
• annual meetings 
• general conferences 
• newsletters 
• form our members 
• mission 
• board 
• membership 
• interesting conferences 
• archives 

 
I have also included documents, reports of meetings, resolutions and other for 
NATHIST interesting papers to keep them in our memory and represent the 
development of NATHIST. 
 
I would like to ask all senior members of NATHIST to have a good look into all 
material you have collected over the time on NATHIST and forward this to 
Gerhard Winter, to be included in our web site.  
All members have the posibility to represent their museum, papers or new ideas 
under “from our members” and give hints on forcomming conferences, 
meetings which may be interesting for all members of NATHIST. 

!
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167 members of NATHIST in 42 countries in 2001 
 1998

November 05
2001
June29

2003
June10

 181 167 171
Argentinia 1 - -
Australia  1 1 -
Austria   7 6 6
Belgium 3 3 3
Botswana  4 1 1
Brazil  7 7 8
Canada  6 4 4
China - - 1
Czech Republic  2 2 2
Denmark  10 13 12
Estonia 1 - -
Finland  7 4 8
France  20 22 22
Germany   20 21 21
Greece  - 2 -
Hungary 1 - -
India  11 4 2
Iran (Islamic Republic)  1 1 1
Israel  3 5 4
Italy  2 1 1
Jamaica  - 1 1
Japan  2 3 4
Korea Republic  - 1 1
Latvia  3 3 2
Lithuania - - 1
Macedonia, Former Yugoslav Rep - - 1
Mexico  1 1 2
Mozambique  - 1 1
Netherlands  2 2 3
Nigeria  1 1 4
Norway  10 7 6
Philippines 1 - -
Poland - - 1
Portugal  1 2 3
Romania  2 1 2
Russian Federation  5 3 3
Senegal - - 1
Slovak Republik  2 1 -
Slovenia  3 1 1
South Africa  1 1 1
Spain  2 5 6
Sri Lanka  1 2 1
Sweden  2 2 2
Switzerland  8 8 9
Taiwan  2 2 2
Tanzania UR  1 2 2
Togo  - 1 1
United Kingdom  6 6 6
USA  14 8 6
Zambia  3 2 -
Zimbabwe  1 2 2
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Elections to the board for 2001 – 2004 
by Gerhard Winter (secretary) 
 
The elections were announced according to the modell rules for International 
Committes of ICOM by the secretary of the outgoing board  in the newsletter 
January 2001 /2, which was also (and is still) available on our web site. 
All members of the outgoing board were asked, if they are prepared to continue 
for another triennial.  3 of them were interested to continue, 2 did not want to be 
elected again, 1 did not answer at all. 
All members (“voting members”) were invited to join in and offer his/her service 
and time. There was a form available which should be returned with foto, 
curriculum vitae and the proposals for board activities not later than March 25th, 
2001 by mail or fax to the secretary. 
As there was a very low response from our members, the secretary sent out 
beginning April personal invitations and asked  members from all over the world 
to step forward for elections. And the secretary was very happy when he finally 
could give an proposal  with 6 people for the new board  end of May 2001.  
 
All members of NATHIST were informed by newsletter June 2001 of the date and 
place of the elections (during the busines meeting)  in Barcelona and all 
candidates were presented in the internet with foto and curriculum vitae under 
http://senckenberg.de/icon/candidates.htm. A form was included for the 
election for those who could not attend the Barcelona meeting. It should be 
sent back as fax or in a sealed envelope to the secretary till June 27, 2001. 
 
Till June 27, 2001 received 

• 9 votes by fax 
• 2 attached to an email 
• 3 by letter 
• 2 by sealed letter 

By this way there were 16 votes, one fax arrived too late and was not counted. 
 
At the business meeting, July 4, 2001 in Barcelona, Peter Davis (editor of the out 
going board and not standing for reelection) served as election officer. First the 
secretary informed about the procedure of the election.  Some members did not 
agree at all. They wanted to re-pen the list of candidates and to change the 
procedure indicated in the newsletters of NATHIST on the spot. 
It is true, that formerly there had been election on the spot, as an emergency 
matter because the outgoing board did not inform about the candidates for the 
election well in advance.  
But this does not comply with the ideas of ICOM as an international organisation 
that members from all over the world should have a chance to be elected, 
even if they can not afford to join the General Conference. 
Every member should have the chance to vote pro or contra a proposal and 
therefore the canidates should step forward in time and not only indicate at the 
business meeting that they wish to be included in the list for election. 
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Thus the changing of the procedure was strongly opposed by the secretary and 
after some discussion the elections continued and carried out as scheduled. 
 
Some members indicated that they will become co-opted member to the next 
board. This was set aside as this will be a matter under consideration of the next 
board. 
 
At the business meeting there were 19 people. The ballots were distributed and 
18 re-collected. The election officer controled, if all ballots were valid.  

• 3 ballots came from “non-voting members” and were not counted. 
• 4 ballots were “spoiled”, as there was no name of the participant given 

and they could not be checked with the memberlist.  
• 1 was an indicated “abstention” by a member of NATHIST 

and thus 10 ballots only were valid. 
 
The election officer also checked the votes by email, fax, letter and opened the 
sealed letters. All of this votes were valid. 
 
At last there were 26 valid votes (= 15,5 %) from 167 members and the election 
was valid: 
 
23 for L. Hirsch (USA) 
19 for J. Robinson (Jamaica) 
22 for R. Sithole (Zimbabwe) 
20 for J. Maikweki (Kenya) 
25 for G. Winter (Germany) 
23 for T. Haug (Germany) 
 
Annotation 
With email from January 10, 2002 J. Maikweki indicated to the secretariat of 
ICOM in Paris that he will be a non-voting member of NATHIST.  Therefore he can 
not longer be a member of the NATHIST board. 
 
 
This newsletter is printed and posted only to those members of NATHIST which do 
not have an email address. If you get this printed newsletter and you have 
meanwhile an email address please let me know your email address.  We can 
save more money for NATHIST, if we can use more and more email 
communication. 
 
This newsletter is available NATHIST web site on the internet under:    
http://senckenberg.de/icom/icomnh_nl5.htm 
 
ICOM – Natural History Committee  -  Gerhard Winter (Secretary) 
Updated, printed and distributed  July 2003 
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