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Best wishes for 2001!
to all voting and non-voting members of ICOM-NatHist

The first week of July in 2001 there is the next General Conference of ICOM in
Barcelona (Spain) and this newsletter will invite you to come to Barcelona and
give you some first ideas of the program of ICOM-NatHist in Barcelona.

During our last meeting in Lyon (France), August 29 – September 3, 1999, we
focused on collections and databases of natural history museums and
universities.

The theme of the General conference of ICOM in Barcelona is:

“Managing Change: the Museum Facing Economic and Social Challenges

The challenge proposed as the theme for the 19th General Conference of ICOM
is put into relief by the turn of the century . Museums, these old public institutions
in the service of society , have come a long way. Their forms and management
have changed, as has society itself and the men and women forming part of it.

We thank very much  our president, Anne-Marie
SLÉZEC, and Abel PRIEUR for preparing and
realizing this meeting and above all for their
hard work to prepare and publish the
proceedings of this meeting.  They were
distributed in September 2000 to our members -
without any costs for ICOM-NatHist – by the
support of OCIM (Ministère de l’Éducation
nationale of France) thanks to Anne-Marie
SLÉZEC.
All members, perhaps new members of ICOM-
NatHist, which did not receive a copy may
please contact Anne-Marie SLÉZEC directly.
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ICOM has accepted the challenge of raising and dealing with a theme such as
the one which now concerns us in undertaking the organisation of the
Conference in a changing and plural world which is, at the same time, full of
groups concerned to protect their own identities. This a world which has clearly
taken the path of globalism and economic liberalism, and a society that
believes that education and culture are the most highly prized assets that
humans have, and in this framework museums must carry out a task of assisting
in the development and the enjoyment of peoples.“

According to this general theme we will in Barcelona not discuss again
collections in itself, about their management, storing, maintaining and creating
databases, as we did in Lyon.
In Barcelona we will talk and discuss about the value of our collections in
creating and sharing knowledge, expecially about
•  how to present this value
•  how to communicate this value within the scientific community, to the public

and the society,
•  how to increase this value, and therewith how to increase our core

competence

For our sessions we have selected three central points to be discussed on the
three days available for the International Committees  during the ICOM General
Conference in Barcelona.

Monday 2 July 2001

Managing Change: Coordination of databases by means of new technologies
•  Facilitating globally, digitizing locally
•  Spreading information & promoting networking

Collections of natural history provide rich information about biodiversity. The
global electronic access to the biodiversity information has been nominated as
a major challenge for the near future. It means that plans of cooperation
between institutions lodging databases of collections have to be encouraged in
order to facilitate common electronic access in such a way different potential
users would like to get: according to geographical and/or systematic criteria for
assemblages of databases.
At the present time the new computer technologies of communication allow to
overcome the barriers imposed by the requeriments of strictly identical thesauri
and software that were inherent to the technology before Internet.

As the subject of databases is also a very important topic for CIDOC, we will
arrange a joint working or discussion group with CIDOC on this subject.
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Tuesday 3 July 2001

Managing Change: Public understanding of Natural World
•  How to present the value
•  Making our case to the public (and the political leadership)

„Public understandig of science“ is one of our most discussed topic in science at
present. There is not the aim to create, to archive, to evoke a  better
acceptance of scientific knowledge, but to  start a dialog between people and
science.  It is an endeavor to communicate the scientific work to the public, to
get the public involved through our exhibitions and/or media like telvision or
internet. We have to learn about new types of exhibition design („science meets
art“) or new concepts to open museums collections to the public („Darwin
Center“ in London). And we have to look for new partners, for which not our
scientific facts are important, but the storry which can be narrated in a film or a
book or in a newspaper.

Wednesday 4 July 2001

Managing Change: Natural heritage and societies
•  Convention on Biodiversity and Intellectual property right
•  Natural heritage as dynamising element in societies

The debate about cultural or natural heritage, the discussion about collection
policy reflected against the UN Convention of Rio1992 on Biodiversity has not
only an impact on our habit in collecting animals and plants, but also leeds to
reflect upon the rights. Especially in the case when the county of origin is not the
country where the collection is curated.
“A beetle, a plant with pharmaceutical value  living in the forest is natural
heritage - A beetle, a plant picked up, named and kept in a scientific collection
is cultural heritage – And who has the rights ?”

Call for papers or posters
During our meetings of ICOM-NatHist we will talk about new approaches, ideas
and means of presentation of how we can contribute to “Managing Change” in
Natural History Museums focussed on the selected themes.
We ask you and all our members to take actively part in this discussion and
contribute your personal and professional competence.
Please send the title of your paper and a summary (approx. 400 –500 words) as
soon as possible, but not later than April 30, 2001 to the secretary of ICOM-
NatHist as email, fax or as letter, and indicate the theme under which your paper
(20 minutes) or poster should be included.
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At present there is only a draft program available for the General Conference of
ICOM.  You will find all informations given from the organisation committee in
Barcelona in the internet under
http://www.icom2001barcelona.org

For the first time at a ICOM General Conference there is a parallel program to
the meetings of the international committees  in Barcelona. This program has
open platforms with different themes and everybody who is interested can join in
these activities.

On Sunday, July 1, is the Inauguration of the 19th General Conference, beginning
at 9:30 and the day closes with a reception at 20:00 offered by the museum
Nacional d’Art de Catalunya.
From Monday to Wednesday are the meetings of the international committees.
On Thursday, July 5,  are excursions
On Friday, July 6, is the 20th General Assembly of ICOM and the day closes with
the Farewell Party at 21:30.

The program of ICOM-NatHist will soon be available on the homepage of ICOM-
NatHist in the internet.
At present you find only an introduction to Barcelona, the museums and
botanical gardens in and around Barcelona.

This newsletter is printed and posted only to those members of ICOM-NatHist
which do not have an email address. If you get this printed newsletter and you
have meanwhile an email address please let me know you email address.  We
can save more money for ICOM-NatHist, if we can use more and more email .

ICOM-NatHist in the internet under:
http://senckenberg.uni-frankfurt.de/icom/icomnh.htm

The homepage of ICOM-NatHist has changed. Now you will find different files:
News, annual meetings, general conferences, newsletters, from our members,
mission, board, membership, interesting conferences, archive.

Please have a look and if you want to contribute anything to one of these files
please send me an email or a letter with the text as a Word-document on a disk.

This newsletter is also available in the internet under:
http://senckenberg.uni-frankfurt.de/icom/icomnh_nl31.htm

ICOM – Natural History Committee  -  Gerhard Winter (Secretary)
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