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I am very sorry to inform you of the passing of our colleague,Professor Doctor Wladimir 

Rydzewski, of the Warsaw University, Warsaw, Poland. The news of his death last August 

came to us from Dr. Oliver Paget on his return to Vienna, Austria from Mexico and from 

Professor Dr. A. Wiktor of the museum. Professor Rydzewski was editor of our Newsletter 

and was working on a directory of Natural History Museums of the world. I am sure all of us 

who knew him extend our sympathy to his family, to the museum and to the Polish natural 

science community. 

Those who attended our meeting in Mexico asked for a copy of the list of delegates who were 

there. A copy of that list is enclosed. lf your name is incorrect in any way, please notify me 

promptly so it can be corrected before it is printed in the proceedings. Enclosed also is a list of 

the resolutions that were passed at the meeting in Mexico. 

 

I am pleased to report to you the results of the election of our Executive that took place at the 

meeting in Mexico. The ICOM constitution requires that a Chairman not serve any longer 

than two terms. Louis Lemieux had served two full terms and was not eligible for re-election. 

Nominations were received by the Secretary, and the following results were obtained: 

 

Chairman: 

Kjell Engstrom,  

Swedish Museum of Natural History, 

S-10405 Stockholm, Sweden 

 

Vice-Chairman: 

Anthony Tynan, 

Hancock Museum, 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

Great Britain. 

 

Vice-Chairman: 

Dr. S.M. Nair, 

National Museum of Natural History, 

Ficci Building, Barakhamba Road, 

New Delhi, 110001, India. 

 

The election of a Secretary was not proceeded with, because the meeting authorized the new 

Chairman to appoint a Secretary of his choice. Kjell Engstrom asked me to continue in that 

role at least for the time being. He consulted with the Secretary-General of ICOM to confirm 
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that that action would not be unconstitutional. 

 

We are gathering papers that were given at the meeting. After they are translated and printed, 

the proceedings will be mailed to all of our membership. 

 

May I take this opportunity to express kind wishes to you all for a happy holiday season and a 

healthy, useful and successful new year. 

 

F. Hugh Schultz, 

Secretary of the Committee, 

National Museum of Natural Sciences, 

Metcalfe & McLeod Streets, 

Ottawa, Canada, K1A 0M8 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Adopted at the meeting of the International Committee of Natural History Museums 

in Mexico City on October 29, 1980. 

 

Resolution # 1 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM 

continue its efforts to develop an International Code of Ethics for Natural History Museums 

throughout the world, and specifically that the basic document, presented at this meeting, be 

more widely distributed so that additional comments can be sought from museum colleagues 

not able to attend this meeting; that all who took part in this meeting be encouraged to prepare, 

in writing, specific comments for the use of the sub-committee on ethics in their effort to 

revise the document;  

and, finally, that this sub-committee, after considering all comments, present a final draft of 

an International Code of Ethics for Natural History Museums at the next meeting of this 

ICOM Committee. 

Resolution # 2 

 

Recognizing the urgency of the present and projected loss of the world's heritage of natural 

habitats and species, described and undescribed; 

 

Recognizing the vital role museums have in monitoring that loss; 

 

Realizing that sound environment management is essential to the future welfare of all people; 

 

Recognizing that such environmental management, determined from ecological studies, can 

be biologically sound only if based on adequate taxonomic and systematie studies; 

 

Recognizing that a number of reports have recently been published in various countries 

drawing attention to serious gaps in our knowledge of the biotas of major geographical 

regions and of habitats being destroyed or adversely affected; 

 



Recognizing that the same reports note that the teaching and training of taxonomists is 

seriously insufficient for present and future requirements; and 

 

Recognizing the essential an fundamental role of Natural History Museums and departments 

in providing adequate facilities through the collections and libraries for the present and future 

training of curators, taxonomists and systematics; 

 

 

Be it resolved that the International.Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM: 

 

1. Establish a working group to examine anew and to coordinate existing information on 

collections and future curatorial needs, especially those pertinent to the conservation of the 

world's natural resources, 

 

2. Urges all countries to institute or expand training programs in their natural history 

museums, departments and research institutes; and 

 

3. Urges countries to provide greater employment opportunities for biological taxonomists 

and systematists, especially in museums. 

Resolution # 3 

 

The International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM resolves that: 

 

1. Palaeontological collections should be in the charge of specialist curators. Museums 

without such staff should seek advice, and should consider passing important collections to 

institutions where they will be properly curated. 

 

2. Organizations, such as Museums Associations and the International Council of Museums 

(ICOM), should be urged to establish courses for specialist training in all aspects of 

geological curating and specimen conservation. 

 

3. Type and other described and cited fossil specimens should be deposited in a reputable and 

publicly accessible museum, and Editors of journals should accept papers for publication only 

when this condition is satisfied. Types should be made freely available for research purposes; 

in some cases preparation of such specimens may be necessary and if curators are in any 

doubt about granting permission they should consult other specialists in the field for advice. 

 

4. Museums with stated acquisition policies should be encouraged to make them widely 

known. 

 

5. Palaeontological sites and especially type sections, should be treated with respect through 

following recommended Codes of Conduct; where necessary sites should be protected by 

Legislation to prevent over-collecting. 

 

6. In addition to computer technologies and data-formats, terminology and hierarchies require 

standardization if computerized cataloguing techniques are to become widely used and 

effective for indexing and data-exchange in palaeontology. 

Resolution # 4 

 



Recognizing that museums have a fundamental role to play in environmental education, 

especially with respect to promoting the objectives of the World Conservation Strategy; and 

 

Recognizing that there are an increasing number of museums that are developing exhibitions 

and education programs in the field of environmental education and that many more are keen 

to do so; 

 

Be it resolved that the Natural History Committee expresses its support of the working group 

on Environmental Education formed at the May, 1979 meeting in Vienna whose role is to 

support and promote the work of museums in environmental education. 

 

The working group's objectives include: 

 

1. Development of ways to encourage natural support and exchange of ideas, 

 

2. Promotion of cooperation and coordination between museums and other organizations 

involved in environmental education, e.g. the IUCN. 

 

3. Preparation of a series of brief guidelines to help those initiating projects of environmental 

education in museums. 

 

4. Encouragement of the development of joint proposals between museums in the field of 

environmental education. 

 

5. Provision of consultancy service to museums where needed. 

Resolution # 5 

 

Recognizing that many environments and biota of the world are undergoing destruction, and 

that the role of natural history museums is to preserve examples of such biota for the future. 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM 

recommends that: 

 

1. ICOM, UNESCO and other pertinent world organizations establish as an urgent priority the 

conservation of natural resources in endangered environments of the world; 

 

2. Natural History Museums and their programs be established in those areas where 

destruction constitutes a threat to natural patrimony; 

 

3. When the formation of new natural history museums is impossible, action be taken to 

implement the international cooperation necessary for salvaging representative collections of 

flora and fauna for permanent preservation in pre-existing museums of natural history. 

Resolution # 6 

 

That the International Committee of Natural History Museums adopt as a continuing project 

the compilation and dissemination of the histories of natural history museums in ICOM's 

participating countries, each history to feature a narrative historical account, to include 

accompanying illustrations, diagrams of the "model(s)" of the museums showing the 



relationship between collecting, exhibiting, and educating; and a schematic synopsis of its 

initial design and execution, and projected plans for the future. 

Resolution # 7 

 

Be it resolved that special thanks be extended to the Mexican Covernment and especially 

Mario Vasquez, through whose offices the meeting of the 1980 International Council of 

Museums has been organized, for the cordial welcome and hospitality extended to delegates 

attending this conference in Mexico City October 25 - November 4, 1980. 

Resolution # 8 

 

Be it resolved that special thanks be extended to Senor Gonzalo Halffter, Director of the 

Natural History Museums in Mexico City, and to his staff, in particular Yani Herreman, 

Mercedes Ramiriz-Figuerroa and Pedro Reyes-Castillo, as well as to la Directora General del 

Accion Social de Cultural Distrito Federal de Mexico. 

 

Our thanks also to Bodegas de Santo Tomas for the white and red refreshments that 

accompanied the meals. 

Resolution # 9 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM 

Extends its sincere appreciation to Dr. Halffter for arranging for a number of the Committee's 

delegates to visit the desert ecology research station at Durango on November Ist and 2nd, 

1980. 

Resolution # 10 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM extends 

its sincere thanks for the fine lunch and warm hospitality accorded it by the Cultural Unit and 

Botanical Garden of the City University on October 31, 1980. 

Resolution # 11 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM extends 

its sincere appreciation to Hugh Schultz for his long and continuing service as Secretary to the 

Committee. 

Resolution # 12 

 

Be it resolved that the International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM extends 

its sincere appreciation to Heather Shannon for the development and coordination of the 

Committee's program, October 28th and 29th, Mexico City. 

Resolution # 13 

 

In appreciation for his years of service and for his fine leadership which has made this 

Committee one of the best International Committees of ICOM, be it resolved that the 

International Committee of Natural History Museums of ICOM extends its sincere gratitude 

to its current Chairman, Dr. Louis Lemieux 


